CSG- PRS Training - Frequently asked questions and answers.

Module 1 - Conservation System Guides – A general overview by John Copeland

Q. 1. CSGs provide typical resource effects that can be automatically harvested by PRS. 

A. 1.  True, the effects are the average or typical effects; they do not represent the extreme effects (high and or low).  These effects are automatically included in the PRS data warehouse, so that the impacts and effects can be reported.

Q. 2.  A CSG is composed of resource settings, resource conditions, and resource concerns for a specific field within a CRA.

A. 2.  False – A CSG is developed for a typical field, not a specific field.

Q. 3.  Each Conservation System identifies one primary resource concern.

A. 3.  True

Q. 4.  Baseline conditions can be thought of as the “after” conditions.

A. 4.  False – Baseline conditions should be thought of as the “before” condition of the typical field.

Q. 5.  Threshold value generally equates to the same value that meets quality criteria.

A. 5.  True

Q. 6.  System impacts can be thought of as the difference between “before” and “after” conditions.

A. 6.  True

Q. 7.  Measurement units and procedures have not been determined for measurable resource concerns.

A. 7.  False – measurement units and procedures “have” been determined for measurable resource concerns.  They “have not” been determined for non-measurable resource concerns. Measurement procedures are available for many of the non-measurable resource concerns, however, using them may be outside the scope of NRCS work.

Q. 8. CSGs were developed before CRAs were determined.

A 8.  False – CRAs were first established, then CSGs were developed.

Q. 9.  Field staff should request additional CSG or CS if current systems do not adequately describe typical field situations.

A. 9.  True

Module 2 - Understanding and using the new functionality of the Conservation System Guide Application by Phil Smith

 

Q. 10. What good are Global Edits?
A. 10. Global edits will make it easier for Conservation System Guide Editors to maintain appropriate Conservation System Guides and Systems. This will help ensure that field employees will have appropriate Conservation Systems to use in Toolkit, and to capture their progress.
 

Q. 11. What happens if I make a mistake while making a global edit?
A. 11. Unfortunately, we don't have an Undo button, or a oops button. It is very difficult to develop an Undo button on an application like CSG where you are making changes in a centralized database. You will need to manually go back and reverse all of your changes. It is very important that you be very careful before making a global edit.
 

Q. 12. How do I set % impacts for a practice that I added using global edits?
A. 12 This is very difficult to do, because the % impact could be different for every conservation system. The % impacts will all be set at 0% when you complete the global edit. You will need to go into the database and adjust these as necessary.
 

Module 3 - Understanding and using the Conservation System Guide Application by Lori Ziehr and Greta Steverson

Q. 13. Only CSG editors can utilize the CSG application.

A. 13.  False, all NRCS employees have read-only access for the reports tab in the CSG application.  CSG editors are the only authorized users of the data entry portion of the application.

Q. 12.  All guidance documents for resource management systems (RMS) can be viewed in the eFOTG and the CSG application.

A. 12.  True, RMS guidance documents can be viewed in section 3 of the eFOTG and as a report in the CSG application.

Q. 13.  Reports for conservation system guides and conservation systems can only be queried on resource concerns.

A. 13.  False, reports can be queried on any combination of selection criteria containing the Status (active, inactive, draft), State, CRA, Land Use, System Type (ACS, BCS), Resource Category/Concern, and systems may also use the selection criteria of Conservation Practices.

Q. 14.  Naming convention narratives exist for every state.

A. 14.  False, the data entry for naming convention narratives is optional and all states may not find it useful to enter data in this section.

Module 4 - CSG role in FY2006 performance measures by Keith Rogers and Dan Mullarkey

Q. 15.
What are the goaled performance measures that are Conservation System Guide dependent?

A. 15. The FY2006 Performance Measures that are CSG dependent are;

· Irrigation Efficiency Improved (Ac-Ft) 

· Reduction in the Acreage of Cropland Soils Damaged by Erosion (Ac.) 

· Soil Erosion Reduced (Tons) 

· Non-federal Land Managed for the Protection and Enhancement of Habitat for Species with Declining Populations (Ac.) 

Q. 16. How do I get credit for the performance goal “Non-Federal Land for the Protection and Enhancement of Habitat for Species with Declining Populations”?
A. 16. The regular reporting requirements need to be met for reporting land application and a CSG needs to be attached to the effected land unit that has a Primary Resource Concern of: 

· Plant Condition – Threatened and Endangered Plant Species

· Plant Condition – Declining Species, Species of Concern

· Fish and Wildlife – Threatened and Endangered Fish and Wildlife Species

· Fish and Wildlife – Declining Species, Species of Concern

Q. 17. How can I see how many tons of soil that have been saved in a conservation plan for this fiscal year?
A. 17. Log into PRS from my.nrcs and select the conservation plan you are interested in.  Then select the tab labeled “Impact” and you can see the reported tons saved by practice as determined by the selected CSG.

Q. 18. How can I see how many acre-in/Ac/yr of water have been saved in a conservation plan for this fiscal year?
A. 18. Log into PRS from my.nrcs and select the conservation plan you are interested in.  Then select the tab labeled “Impact” and you can see the water quantity saved by practice as determined by the selected CSG.

Module 5 - How to complete a CS physical effects over ride by Greta Steverson and Lori Ziehr
Q. 19. Overrides can only be performed by a CSG editor.

A. 19.  False, overrides can be completed by all PRS users.

Q. 20.  Overrides can be done in Customer Service Toolkit.

A. 20.  False, impacts can only be over written in PRS, not Toolkit.

Q. 21.  Impacts should be over written regularly to reflect the actual impacts of each individual plan linked to the CSG.

A. 21.  False, the conservation system impacts aren’t intended to reflect specific instances at the field level, they are meant to reflect average conditions within the entire CRA.  It is realized that some values will be higher and some will be lower than actual site specific physical effects.

Q. 22.  Only practices and their impacts can be added or adjusted in over writing a conservation system.

A. 22.  False, not only can impacts be adjusted and practices with associated impacts be added, resource concerns may be added to a conservation system by completing an override.

Module 6 - Future enhancements using the CSG-PRS linked data by Ken Tootle
Q. 23. What is a very important reason for why the agency needs the accountability information that the CSG-PRS link provides.
A. 23.  One of the most important reasons is to provide supporting material for budget appropriators so that the agency can continue receiving the funds necessary to accomplish our mission.
Q. 24.  Why do I need to link a conservation system from the CSG application to each land unit before I can report the progress in PRS.

A. 24.  The link of the CS to each land unit provides accountability information for the primary and other resource concerns, as well as impacts to those resource concerns.  This information is harvested by the PRS application and the user does not have to use their time to enter the data.  The information is used for accountability purposes.
Q. 25.  What types of reports will be provided to the field offices from the conservations systems that are linked to land units with reported practices.

A. 25.  Reports on the amounts of physical effects by resource concerns will be available for general field use.

